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Be not righteous overmuch : —Why gouf thou 


deſtroy thyſelf * Eccleſ. vii. 16. 

Michael the Archangel, when contending with 2be 
Devil, he diſputed about the Body of Moſes, dur/t 
notbring againſt hima railing Accuſation, Jude v. 9. 

F any Man among you ſeem to be religious, and 


bridleth not his 7 ongue this 18 Keligion 18 22 5 


vain, ine” i. 26. 
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Ops 5 ECOND SD LILON: 


| oy for JoRN oswalb at the Roſe anCrowh 
An the Poultry, near ata > Mpccsxxv. | 


IL. V. D O N. 


LETTER. &. 


REVEREND Sir, 


HOU GHH TI had often heard of the Bit- 
terneſs of your Zeal, and the exeeſſive 
Warmth of your Temper; yet I never 
had an Opportunity of ſeeing any thing of it, till 
our Meeting at the Funeral of our late Brother, 
Mr. White, at Tichfield ; when it broke out upon 
me in an Over-load of Cenſures and Reproaches, 
for advancing a Notion which I cannot, even now, 
eſteem at all faulty ; and which, though faulty, 
cannot bring me under ſo odiousan Imputation as 
you have taken no ſmall Pains to load me with. 
"You may remember that in giving you an Ac- 
count of the Controverſy between Dr. Berriman 
and Mr. Chandler, I mentioned the Diſtinct ion 
which the learned Doctor has made between mece/- 
ſary Articles of Faith, and ſuch as are indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary. This Diſtinction (as over-haſty Spi- 
rits are apt to do) you preſently decryed and r:di- 
culed, without conſidering the * Reaſon of the 
thing, or upon what Foundation it ſtands. In one 


— — 


* See this Diſtinction vindicated by Mr. Johnſon in his Let- 
ter to Mr. Chandler. Compare alſo Aqui. ii. 2. Q. 2. A. 5. C. 
Bellar. Lib. 3. de Eccl. cap. 14. Laud's Conference, p. 18, 
28, 165, 212. Edit. 3. Chillingworth, Chap. 3. Se. 12. 13. 
Taylor's Polemical Diſcourſes, Part ii. Book 1. Sec. 4. Water - 

land's Importance of the Doctrine of the Trinity, p. 8, 9, 87,8. 
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Senſe indeed the Diſtinction is without a Difference, 
3. e. whatever is to any Perſon neceſſary to this or 
that purpoſe, muſt be deemed indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to that Perſon with reſpect to the ſame pur- 
poſe, But I told you that when we ſpeak of things 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, we mean ſuch as upon the 
Terms of the Goſpel are abſolutely and univerſally 
neceſſary to Salvation in the next Life, and to the 
Character of a Chriſtian in this; and that beſide 
theſe, ſeveral other Things are neceſſary to the 
Salvation of particular Perſons, and ſtill more muſt 
be deemed neceſſary to ALL with reſpect to parti- 
cular Ends and Purpoſes, inferior or ſubordinate 
to that of Salvation, This, however, did not 
prove ſo ſatisfactory, as I hop'd it would to a Gen- 
tleman of your Acumen ;, but you went on to treat 
the Diſtinction with Ridicule and great Contempt. 
Give me leave now to make the Matter plain by 
a familiar Inſtance ; which, though of a practical 
Nature, will well enough ſerve our purpoſe ; inaſ- 
much as the ſame Objections, which lie againſt the 
Diſtinction with reſpect to the Credenda, are alto- 
gether as ſtrong with reſpect to the Agenda of our 
Religion. Suppoſe one of 17 or 18 | oo of Age 
to be cut off ſuddeniy by the Hand of God, with- 
out having ever received the Lord's Supper: Sup= 
poſe him farther to have been of ſober Converſation, 
earneſtly deſires to live in all the Ordinances of 
the Lord blameleſs; and that this Omiſſion aroſe 
purely from an over-high Veneration {or this Or- 
dinance, and a miſtaken Opinion of his own Un- 
worthineſs to partake of it: what think you of 
ſuch an one's everlaſting Condition ? will you 
ſay that he fail'd in a Duty indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to his Salvation; and in conſequence thereof con- 
ſign him inevitably to Hell flames? “ God forbid. 


— 


* See Kettlewel!'s Help to Communicating, Part. ii. Ch. 1. 
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And yet, you will acknowledge, as our Church 
teaches in her Catechiſm, that this as well as the 
other Sacrament is generally neceſſary to Salvation, 
Had I made choice of this Inſtance for the Illuſtra- 
tion of the Point, perhaps it might have prevent- 
ed all that Obloquy which has been thrown upon 
me: But, unfortunately | I inſtanced in the Divi- 
nity of our Lord, alledging that, though haz be 
a neceſſary Article of Faith, yet I could not deem 
it indiſpenſably neceſſary, ſo as that no one can be 
ſaved, who did not believe ir. 
This exceedingly provoked your righteous Spi- 
rit, and inſtead of pulling off the Scales from my 
Eyes with a gentle Hand, or ſhewing me my Er- 
ror in a Scholar-like, Chriſtian Way, you pre- 
ſently abuſed me in a moſt outragious Manner, 
telling me, that I was guilty of an heretical No- 
tion that I was in a bad way ;—that as ſoon as 
I got home, twould be my beſt way to fall down 
on my Knees and beg God's Pardon for what I 
had ſaid; - that in the Primitive Times I ſhould 
have had my Tongue bor'd through with an hot 
\ Iron for ſuch an Aſſertion; and that I was not fit 
| to have God-ſpeed ſaid to me. 
I told you I was not chargeable with Hereſy in 
£4 St. Paul's Senſe of the Word, where he makes it 
Part of the Character of an Heretick that he be 
ſelf condemned. You denied the Apoſtle to have 
ſaid any ſuch thing; which is very ſurprizing 3 
inaſmuch as the meaning of that Text has been 
mightily canvaſſed by the learned World; and you 
cannot, I believe, have read any one tolerable Au- 
thor profeſſedly treating upon the Subject of He- 
. rely, who has not beſtowed a particular Conſide- 
ration upon that Paſſage, I did not pretend to be 
Textuary good enough to name the Chapter and 
Verſe ; nor did I undertake to cite the Words ver- 
balim, as they ſtand in our Engliſh Tranſlation : 
| yet 
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yet inſiſted that there is a Paſſage to this Purpoſe; 
A Man that is an Heretick, after the firſt and Been 
Admonition, rejet ; knowing that ſuch an one is 
ſelfcondemned. You remembred nothing of the 
Matter, and, to convince me effectually, ſhrew'd- 
ly offered to lay me any Wager that there is no ſuch 
Text. This kind of Argument I am always ready 
to acknowlege myſelf not rich enough to anſwer : 
But it you pleaſe to turn to Tit. iii. 10, 11. you 
will find thoſe famous Words,— A Man that is an 
Heretick, after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, re- 
je# : Knowing that he that is ſuch, is ſubverted, and 
finneth, being condemned of bimſelf. 

One would have thought that the Drift of the 
Diſtinction I made, or my acknowledging the Di- 
vinity of Chriſt to be a neceſſary Article of Faith, 
though not eee e neceſſary, might effect u- 
ally have ſecured me from your heavy Reproaches; 
and our Reverend Neighbour, Dr. M-—;z, ex- 
preſſed his Wonder more than once, that you 
ſhould go on to charge me with Arianiſm, notwith- 
itanding I profeſſed, at the Beginning of our De- 
bate, as firm a Belief of our Lord's Divinity, as 
you or any other elſe can have. Surprized at the 
Strangeneſs of the Illation, that Becauſe [ 
think one, who does not believe our Lord's Divi- 
nity, may poſſibly be ſincere enough to be for- 
given; therefore I myſelf muſt diſbelieve that 


Doctrine, (which is ſo palpable a piece of Quix- 


ot1ſm in Theology, that I never can think of it, 
but the Knight of La Mancha, his miſtaking a 
Wind-mill for a Gyant, occurs to my Thoughts; 
and which a moderate Acquaintance with Books, 
or even a cool Head, without any Erudition at 
all, might eaſily have prevented:) I could not for- 
bear faying to you, Read; and you will find 
that others have ſaid the ſame that I do; and 
© thoſe too fame of the greateſt Ornaments of our 

“ Church 
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«, Charch ;” and I particularly nam'd Dr. Water- 
land. This was enough to have brought a modeſt 
Man to cool and right Temper; but, (as ſome 
venomous Creatures extract Poyſon out of the 
choiceſt Plants) you only took occaſion from 
thence to charge me afreſh with the Guilt of He- 
reſy, concluding with a poinant Aſſertion that you 
« have forgot more than ever I read.” I would 
by no means, Sir, diſtruſt your Varacity ęither as 
to the Extenſiveneſs of your reading in Neve of 
ore, or your Forgetfulneſs of it now; and*tis one 
of the principal Deſigns of this Letter, to do you 

the friendly Office of refreſhing your Memory 
with a few Quotations out of ſome celebrated Wri- 
ters, which you muſt have read and taken notice 
of formerly in the Authors themſelves, though 
ſome way or other it has unfortunately happened 
that there are now no Traces of them left in your 
Brain. 


I well hop'd that you would have remonſtrated 
againſt me from the Preſs, as you threatned 
would: But it ſeems you are no ways troubled. 
with an Itch of Scribbling,” and choſe rather 
fortiter calumniari, as not only eaſier in itſelf, but 
alſo what you have a better Talent for. Accord- 
ingly you have taken a great deal of ill- natured 
Pains, under the Cloak of Zeal and a deep Con- 
cern for Religion, to ſpread it all over the Coun- 
try that I am an Heretick, an Arian, one that does 
not believe the Divinity of our Lord; and, to 
crown all, you charged me in direct Terms, be- 
fore the Clergy at the Arch-Deacon's Viſitation, 
with not, being a Chriſtian. | 

What Reception the Story has met with among 
deluded Bigots, (who may perhaps pin their Faith 
upon your Sleeve, and implicity embrace, as ſo 
many Golſpel-truths, all the Crudities you can ad- 
vance ;) I know not: But I can aſſure you, it — 


181 
here entertained as the Effect either of great Igno- 


rance, or elſe of Party- ſpleen and Reſentment, 
There is not a ſingle Perſon in all this populous 


Pariſh, that I know of, that ever entertained the 


leaſt Degree of Suſpicion of my leaning to the 
Hereſy of Arius : And to convince you effectually 
thar I do not, (unleſs with a ſeared callous Con- 
ſcience you are determined to perſiſt in your falſe 


Accuſation, and to charge me with Arianiſm not 


only without Evidence, butcontrary to all the Evi- 
dence that can be had in the Caſe :) Give me leave 


to lay before you the following Particulars. 


Firſt, Upon a competent Examination into the 
Controverſy concerning our Lord's Divinity, and 


after a ſerious Peruſal of a great Variety of learned 


Treatiſes on both ſides of the Queſtion, I do futly 
and heartily believe him to be very God of very 
God; yet not another God diſtinct from the Fa- 


ther, but united in one Subſtance with the Father, 


in Glory equal, in Majeſty co- eternal. This is 
what I uniformly inculcate from the Pulpit ; what 
I have often maintained in publick Conferences and 


Diſputes with profeſſed Arians z and what I have 


alſo in ſiſted on in Print. 


Secondly, Tis well known that in many publick 
Companies I have expreſſed a Wonder how the 


Gentleman in the Arian or Socinian Scheme can ac- 


cept of Preferment in the Church of England, and 
make the Subſcriptions and Declarations which ſhe 
requires of all her Miniſters. And not only this; 


but I have alſo from the Preſs remonſtrated againſt 


ſuch Subſcriptions and Declarations maintaining 


that theſe Gentlemen do not enter fairly by the 


Door into the Church and Church-preferments z 
and that they run directly counter to the Intention 


of the Law at the ſame time as they pretend Obe- 


dience 
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dience to it. And I muſt needs now ſay, tis 4- 
mazing to me, how thoſe, who enjoy the Goſpel- 
light, and profeſs to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, can 
allow themſelves in ſuch collufive Tricks and Me- 
thods of Prevarication, as the wiſer and better 
Sort of Heathens were “ aſham'd of, and thought 


abominable. | - 


Thirdly, Tho? I ſee no Reaſon to think, that the 
Belief of our Lord's Divinity is indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſlary to the Salvation of every individual Chri- 
ſtian; yet *cis certainly neceſſary to perfect our 
Faith, and compleat the Character of a true Be- 
liever : And not only So ; but an Arian (however 
ſincere in this particular Hypotheſis, and all his 
other Notions and Practices, and upon that ac.. 
count a capable Object of Mercy thro* Chriſt : » 
cannot be entitled to the ſame degree of divine Fa. 
vour in thenext World, as in caſe his Faith, con- 
cerning our Lord's Divinity, were according to 
truth, he might and would be, 


Pp OE 


 * Deinde nullam rem neque legibus, neque Scriptura ulla, 
denique nec in ſermone quidem quotidiano, atque imperiis do- 
meſticis recte poſſe adminiſtrari, ſi unuſquiſque velit verba ſpe- 
ctare, & non ad voluntatem ejus, qui verba habuerit, accede- 
re. Cicero de Invent. Lib. II. 

An non, cum voluntas, & conſilium, & ſententia interdicti 
intelligatur, impudentiam ſummam, aut ſtultitiam ſingularem 
putabimus, in verborum errore verſari? Orat: pro A. Cæcina. 

Quæ lex, quod ſenatus conſultum, quod magiſtratus edic- 
tum — non infirmari, aut convelli poteſt, ſi ad verba rem de- 
flectere velimus; conſilium autem eorum, qui fcripſerunt, & 


rationem, & auctoritatem relinquamus ? Ibid. 


Quæ res igitur valuit? Voluntas: Quia non poteſt; verba 
reperta ſunt, non quæ impedirent, ſed quæ indicarent volun- 
tatem. Ibid. 

Nondum hæc, quæ nunc tenet ſæculum, negligentia Deum 
venerat: nec interpretando ſibi quiſque jusjurandum & leges 
aptas faciebat, ſed ſuos potius mores ad ea accommodabat. Liv. 


Lib. III. 5 
3 | Laſtiy 
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Laſtly, T not only conceive the Herefy of the 
Arians, (tho' they ſhould never proceed farther in 
Infidelity) to be very dangerous in it's own Nature, 
and where *tis adher'd to thro' Obſtinacy, groſs 
Careleſſneſs, or ſuch Prejudices as may with rea- 
ſonable Eaſe be ſurmounted, certainly damning ; 
but I conſider it alſo as an Inlet to Deiſm, or a 
total Apoſtacy from the Faith of the Goſpel; Ex- 
perience ſhewing that thoſe who began with diſbe- 
lieving Chriſt to be truly divine, have ſettled at 
Jaſt in a thorow-pac'd Infidelity, and diſbeliev'd 
Him to be a Prophet ſent by God. | | 

After theſe Profeſſions, which I make ex animes, 
and with the utmoſt Sincerity, I hope you will 
have Candor enough to believe me to be not only 
a Chriſtian, but alſo far remov'd from the Hereſy 
you have ſo often and ſo bitterly charg'd me with, 
Let us now conſider what Foundation you had for 
that Charge. | | 

In the Letter you ſent me,you correct my State 
of the Caſe, and tell me, that the Poſition, which 
I laid down, is preciſely as follows, “ That 
« according to the Terms of the Goſpel, it is not 
© abſolutely neceſſary to the Salvation of a Perſon 
s profeſſing himſelf a Chriſtian, and having pro- 
« per Light and ſufficient Means of Conviction, 
ce to believe the Divinity of our Lord and 
&« Saviour.“ | 

may juſt take Notice that the Words. hay- 
« ing proper Light and ſufficient Means of Con- 
„ yiction,” —— were not originally mine, nor 
indeed, to the beſt of my Remembrance us'd at 
all during our Debate. The utmoſt I can reco]- 
lect of the Matter is, that you ask*d, Whether I 
ſpake © of People enjoying the Light of the Goſ- 
«« pel, and profeſſing Chriſtianity?““ To which I 
reply'd, Ves. I don't ſpeak of Heathens, * 

& 0 
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of Perſons who live in a Chriſtian Country, and 
« ſo may have Opportunities of knowing the 
« Truth,” But let this paſs. | 
Before I proceed.to a Vindication of this Pro- 


poſition, 'twill be proper to explain and ſettle the | 
Meaning, of the Terms. 


Firſt then ; By the believing the Divinity of our 
Lord, I mean an explicit Belief of his true and real 
Divinity, (for this is neceſſary, tho* not indiſpen- 
ſably ſo:) i. e. of his Conſubſtantiality, Coeter- 
nity, and Coequality with the Father. | 


Secondly, By a Man's „ having proper Light 
& and ſufficient Means of Conviction.” I mean 
his living in a Chriſtian Country, having common 
Senſe and the free uſe of the Scriptures, which are 
* able to, make us wiſe unto Salvation, and are T 
profitable fer Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, 
for Inſtruftion in Righteouſneſs; that the Man of 


God may be perfect, tbrougbly furniſh'd unto all good 
Works. 


Thirdly, Concerning the Terms of the Goſpel, 1 
mult obſerve, that they are full of Mercy, making 
tavourable Allowances for all Ignorances andEr= 
rors, which tho' perhaps not abſolutely, and in 
the phyſical Senſe invincible ; yet morally ſpeak- 
ing are ſo; i. e. which are conſiſtent with Sinceri- 
ty, an honeſt love of Truth, and a reaſonable 
Meaſure of Care and Attention to find it out. All 
Errors and Ignorances of this kind may be deem'd 
invincible and involuntary, inaſmuch as they are 
ſo in moral Account: And in this Senſe J ſhall 
frequently uſe thoſe Terms in the following Sheets. 


"+2 Tim. ii.15, F Ibid. v. 16, 19. See alſo Cocceius, S. 
Scripturz Potentia, Pars II. c. 9. | 
Laſiiy, 


—— — — — 
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Laſtly, By Salvation, I mean a Deliverance 


from the Sentence of the Law of Works, or the 


Condemnation, which, by the rigorous Tenour 
of that Law, all Mankind, as Tranſgreſſors, are 
ſubject to. | 

The Terms of the Propoſition being thus ex- 
plain'd, I muſt next obſerve, that the Perſons, 
who may be ſaid not to believe our Lord's Divi- 
nity, as above-mention'd, fall under three Claſſes, 


The Firſt Claſs are ina State of mereIgnorance, 
having never enter*d upon a particular Conſidera- 
tion of the Queſtion, whether Chriſt be truly and 
properly. God. | 

The Next are in a State of Doubt and Suſpenſe. 

The Laſt utterly diſbelieve this great and im- 

portant Article of our Chriftian Faith, 


Theſe are the Perſons, the Poſſibility of whoſe 
Salvation is in Diſpute between us: And, unleſs 
you can ſhew that every individual proteſs'd Chri- 


 itian, reducible to either of theſe three Claſſes, is 


in a damnable State, and, notwithſtanding all the 
Mercy of the Goſpel, muſt infallibly periſh ; the 
ſevere and heavy Cenſures which you have paſs'd, 
not only upon the Propoſition materially conſider- 
ed, but allo upon me for maintaining it, are ab- 
ſolutely unbecoming a Chriſtian, a Scholar, and 
a Divine. To be more particular, I will conſider 
each Claſs diſtinctly by itſelf. And, 


Firſt, T beg leave to ask what your Judgment, 
in cool Blood, and upon mature Conſideration, 1s 
of thoſe, who, thro' an humble Opinion of their 
own intellectual Powers, and an over-high Vene- 
ration for the Myſteries of Religion, content them- 
lelves with believing in a confuſe, general, indeter- 
minate, 


[ 13 
minate way, that Chriſt is God, without ever de- 
ſcending farther into the Particulars and Minute- 
neſſes of this Doctrine; and who, therefore, in 
Striftneſs, cannot be ſaid either to believe or diſ- 
believe his true and proper Divinity ? This, no 
doubt, has been the Caſe of Millions of People 
in low Life, - Plowmen, Pairy-maids, poor Me- 
chanicks, and ſuch like. They liv'd and dy'd 
without an actual and explicit Belief, that three 
Perſons are but one Subſtance, or that the Father 
has no natural Authority over the Son, and did 
not exiſt ſo much as one ſingle Moment before 
He begat Him. What, think you, will be the 
Doom of thoſe ignorant People at the laſt Day ? 
Would you conſign them to the bottomleſs Pit 
merely for lack of an * explicit Belief in ſo deep 
a Myſtery ? Or, do the Scriptures plainly de- 
clare that Chriſt will, regardleſs of their Righ- 
teouſneſs in other reſpects, their deep Contrition 
for all known Sins, their | general Repentance 
for all Sins of Ignorance, and their Faith in Him 
as their only Saviour? One of the Homilies of 
our Church ſays, J. He that is ſo weak that 


— 


* Dubitandum nom eſt, quin immenſa Numinis clementia 
multos cœlo beet, qui etiam præcipuorum Articulorum non 
niſi confuſam admodum cognitionem habent, Witſius, Exer- 
cit, ii. in Symbol. Apoſt. Sect. iii. 

7 Cum dicimus, Articulos Fundamentales illos effe, fine 
quorum cognitione & fide ſalus obtineri nequir, non id ita 
intelligendam eſt, quaſi neminem eorum qui aliquem ex illis 
Articulis ignorant, aut circa illum errant, ad ſalutem perven- 
turum — Adeſt qui ppe, ut in vitiis atque pecca- 

tis, ita & in ignorantia atque erroribus, duplex «576 ns "i 
alterum a parte noſtra, nimirum pœnitentia ſeu = 
ſeu particularis ; alterum a parte Dei, puta ejus Miſericor- 
dia; Quorum ope, ut peccatis graviſſimis, ita & graviſſimis 
ertoribus, veniæ locum dare poſſe, a nemine negari poteſt. 
Vid. Alph. Turret. de Articulis Fundament. p. 5. 

+ Hom, I. Pars ii. | 
1 66. He 
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© He is not able to brook ſtrong Meat, yet He 


«© may fuck the ſweet and tender Milk, and de- 
fer the reſt until He wax 5 py and come 


cc to more Knowledge. For God receiveth the 
4 learned and unlearned, and caſteth away none; 
<« but is indifferent unto all. And the Scripture 
« is full, as well of low Vallies, plain Ways, 
and eaſy for every Man to uſe, and to walk 
in: As alſo of high Hills and Mountains, 
« which few Men can climb unto. ” Again, 
« Thoſe Things in the Scripture which be plain 
& to underſtand, and neceſſary to Salvation, eve- 
« ry Man's Duty is to learn them, to print them 
« in Memory, and effectually to exerciſe them: 
« And as for the dark Myſteries, to be content- 
* ed to be ignorant in them, until ſuch time it 
< ſhall pleaſe God to open thoſe Things unto 
« Him.” To this let me ſubjoin the Words of 
Mr. Kettlewel}l, a famous and excellent Divine of 
our Church; If we are deſirous to know 
God's Laws, and read good Books, frequent Ser- 


* mons, hearken to any good Inſtructions which 


«© we meet with, and that according to our Op- 
+ portunities, and in ſuch Meaſure as any good 
% Man would interpret to be an honeſt Endea- 


« your after the Knowledge of our Duty, if it 


« were to himſelf. — If after all this, I ſay, in 
& ſome Points we are ſtill Ignorant, our Igno- 
“ rance is involuntary, and ſhall not harm us; 
«© jtis not choſen by us, and therefore it will ne- 
ver condemn us. — [It] begins then only to 
c be our wilful Sin, and an Article of our Con- 
<< demnation, when our Luſts or Vices introduce 
„it, and we have a Mind to it, and take no 
« Pains againſt it, or, what is the Conſumma- 
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* Meaſures of Obedience, L. IV. c. vii, 


F< tion 
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ce tion and Height of all, induſtriouſly to labour 
% and endeavour after it. 


Secondly, The next Claſs is made up of Doubt- 
ers. , 
Let $Simmias ſtand for an Inſtance of this Kind, 
whom we will ſuppoſe to have been not only a 
good moral Man, but alſo a found Believer in all 
other reſpects. He thought ſeveral Texts of Scrip- 
ture to be very ſtrong in favour of the Catholick 
Doctrine; but knew not how to reconcile ſome o- 
thers to it. As to the Fathers, He found not only 
profeſs'd Impugners of our Lord's Divinity, ſuch 
as Zwicker, Sandius, Whiſton, claiming the moſt 
ancient of them as favouring their Hypotheſis, 
but even ſome on the Trinitarian ſide, particularly 
Petau the Feſuit, giving Countenance to the Claim 
of the Arians: And this ſerv'd as a Balance to 
the Writings of Le Moyne, Biſhop Bull, Le Nour- 
ry, &c. Who profeſſedly undertook ro vindicate 
the Orthodoxy of the Ante-Nicenes, Under this 
Uncertainty, He reſolv'd to go to the Fountain- 
head, and ſec with his own Eyes what the Anci- 
ents taught; rightly judging, that By the current 
Doctrine of the Church, in its earlieſt Ages, we 
may beſt collect the true Senſe and Meaning of 
Scripture in reference to this and moſt other con- 
troverted Articles of Faith. With this View He 
apply'd himſelf with great Diligence and Impar- 
tiality to reading the Fathers ; but was cut off 
a ſudden Illneſs ſoon after He enter'd upon the 
Work. | 
Now, Sir, according to your Doctrine, this 
poor Man muſt, by the Rules of the Goſpel, in- 
tallibly be damn'd. For if, as you contend, Faith 
in our Lord's Divinity be indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to the Salvation of every Chriſtian, then it fol- 


lows, by undeniable Conſequence, that none of 


che 


the Mercy, which God has promis'd thro' Chriſt, 
can poſſibly extend to poor Simmias. Neither his 
Piety, his Charity, his Temperance, his ſincere 
Love of Truth; no, nor yet his Faith in Chriſt 
as his only Saviour, will, it ſeems, avail an 
thing to his Juſtification, The unhappy Doubt, 
which He was under, about this one Article of 
Faith, ſpoils all; and, like a Mill-ſtone about 
his Neck, will inevitably ſink him in the Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone at the Day of Judgment, un- 
leſs uncovenanted Mercy intervene to fave him. 
But pray, from what Corner of the Bible is it, 
that you have ſo learnt Chrift ? Shew me plain 
Scriptare for your Opinion. *Tis eaſy for Gen- 
tlemen of ungovern'd Zeal and fiery Spirits, to 
fit in Judgment upon, and Anatbematixe whom 
they pleaſe 3 but it concerns them to take Care ne- 
ver to curſe thoſe whom God has not curſed. If 
you'll prove, by Scripture, that Simmias's Name 
is not written in the Book of Life, or produce 
one or more Texts, which ſtand in bar to his 
Admiſſion into Heaven, I will immediately give 
up the Point. In the mean time I ſhall go on to 
believe, that Simmias's want of Faith, in this one 
Articte, will, thro' Chriſt, be diſpens'd with and 
pardon'd ; notwithſtanding you may think fit to 
hereticate this Notion, and repreſent me as in the 
broad Path to Hell for maintaining it. 


The Laſt Claſs is made up of ſuch as utterly 
diſbelieve, or deny our Lord's Divinity: And 
here again I muſt call for Scripture- evidence. 
What Text is there that condemns the Men of this 
Tribe with ſo much Rigour and Strictneſs, as'not 
to admit of any Reſerve or tacit Exception for 
particular Circumſtances ; or that ſays, no Allow- 
ance ſhall be made for the Strength of their Pre- 


judices, and the Involuntarineſs of their Errors? 
| Permit 
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Permit me to ſay *tis agreed between us, that 
this is an important Point: Much, very much in- 
deed depends upon it. But then, before we inſiſt 
on the Importance of any Doctrine, there is 2 
previous Queſtion to be determin'd, viz. whe- 
ther it be true or no? And till this Matter be ſet- 
tled, an Anti-trinitarian will in his Turn tell us, 
that the natural Supremacy of the Father is an im- 
portant Point: Nay, if he chance to be of your 
anathematizing Temper, tis well if he don't con- 
demn the Catholicks to a Man for diſhonouring 
the Father by honouring the Son, even as they 
honour the Father, and confidently proclaim that 
not ſo much as one of them is a Chriſtian, or a 
Jot better than a Polytheiſt and Idolator. 

Farther, we are agreed that 'tis a Doctrine of 
the Foundation, nearly affecting the Vitals of our 
Religion, It has indeed ſo cloſe a Connexion 
with the Chriſtian Life, involves with fo many 
of the prime Parts of the Goſpel- Theology, and 
is ſo interwoven with the very Frame and Tex» 
ture of it, that for my Part I cannot diſbelieve 
this Article without rejecting the whole Bible. 
Nevertheleſs it muit be own*d that what is fun- 
damental and abſolutely neceſſary to one, (all 
things conſider'd :) may (all things conſider'd:) 
not be fo to another; Which Variety of Cir- 
*« cumſtances, ſays Mr. Chillingworth to his Po- 
e piſh Adverſary, makes it impoſlible to ſet down 
an exact Catalogue of Fundamentals, and 
proves your Requeſt as reaſonable, as if you 
«© ſhould delire us (according to the Fable) to 
make a Coat to fit the Moon in all her Changes; 
<«« or to give you a Garment that will fit all Sta- 
c tures; or to make you a Dial to ſerve all Me. 

« ridians.“ To the fame Purpoſe are the follow. 


* Chill, Chap. III. Se. xiii. 
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[18] 
ing Words of Archbiſhop Laud : * © Bellarmirn 
js forc'd to grant this — there are many Things, 
« de Fide, which are not abſolutely Neceſſary to 
<< Salvation. Therefore there is a Latitude in the 
« Faith, eſpecially in Reference todifferent Mens 
„Salvation. To ſet Bounds to this, and ſtrictly 
eto define it for particular Men, juſt thus far 
<< you mult believe in every Particular, or incur 
„ Damnation, is no Work of my Pen,” And 
again; T Tho” the Foundation be one and the 
« ſamein all, yet a Latitude there is, and a large 
<< one too, when you come to confider not the 
«© Foundation common to all, but Things neceſ- 
© ſary to many particular Mens Salvation: For 
«© to whomſoever God hath given more, of him 
4 ſhall more be required, as well in Belief, as in 
< Obedience and Performance. And the Gifts 
& of God, both ordinary and extraordinary, to 
<< particular Men, are fo various, as, that for 
„% my Part, I hold it impoſſible for the ableſt 
<c Pen that is to expreſs it. And in this reſpect I 
* faid it with Humility and Reaſon, that to ſet 
% theſe Bounds was no Work for my Pen; nor 
« willI ever take upon me to expreſs that Tenet 
* or Opinion (the denial of the Foundation only 
«© excepted) which may ſnut any Chriſtian out of 
% Heaven. And A. C. I believe you know ve- 
* ry well to what a narrow Scantling ſome 
learned of your own Side bring the very Foun- 
* dation itſelf, rather than they will loſe any that 
« lay hold on Chriſt, the Son of God, and Re- 
« deemer of the World. And as Chriſt epito- 
„ mizes the whole Law of Obedience into theſe 
« to great Commandments, the Love of God 
* and our Neighbour , So the Apoſtle epitomi- 
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* Laud's Conference, p. 212. f Ibid. p. 23 5. 
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zes the whole Law of Belief into theſe two 
« great Aſſents, that God is, and that he is a Re- 
«© warder of them that ſeek Him, Heb. 11. that 
« {eek Him in Chriſt. ” | 

You well know, Arianiſm was once the pre- 
vailing Doctrine, and every where“ almoſt tri- 
umph'd over Orthodoxy, The Prejudices of Edu- 
cation in thoſe Times muſt have been very ſtrong : 
And can you believe that out of all the number- 
leſs poor Souls, who from their Childhood had 
been accuſtom'd to conceive of the Son as natu- 
rally ſubordinate to, and begotten by an arbitra- 
ry Act of the Father, not ſo muchas one Indivi- 
dual eſcap'd the Damnation of Hell? 

I know of no Proteſtant that has preſum'd to 
damn the Papiſts in a Lump, notwithſtanding all 
the groſs Corruption of Doctrine they are charge» 
able with. The judicious Hooker has an excellent 
Sermon, to ſhew, Firſt, the 4 Poſſibility 3 and 
then the Probability there is, that God might be 
merciful to ſave Thouſands of our Fathers, tho? 
they liv'd in Popiſh Superſtitions, inaſmuch as 
they ſin'd ignorantly, Give me leave to tran- 
ſcribe a Paſſage or two: T Many are pattakers 
«© of the Error, which are not of the Hereſy of 
% the Church of Rome. — . Put à difference, 
ſaith St. Fude 3 have compaſſion on ſome. ** Shall 
© we lay up all in one Condition? Shall we caſt 
them all Head-long? ſhall we plunge them 
« all into that inferna] and everlaſting flaming 
« Lake? —— Them who have taught [ Hereſy, ] 
ce with them whoſe Simplicity has, by Slights and 
«© Conveyances of falſe Teachers, been ſeduc'd to 


— — 
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* Sec Hooker's Eccleſ. Polity, L. 5. Sect. 42. Laud's Confe- 
rence, p. 197, Berriman's Hiſtorical Account, &c. p. 221. 
T Page 41. þ Page 42, 4 Page 43. 
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£5 believe it ? — * They are not all Faithleſs, 
« that are weak in aſſenting to the Truth, or 
« ſtiff in maintaining Things any way oppoſite 
«« to the truth of Chriſtian Doctrine. But as ma- 
* ny as hold the Foundation which is precious, 
„ tho* they hold it but weakly, and as it were 
«© with a ſlender Thread; tho* they frame many 
e baſe and unſuitable Things upon it, Things 
<< that cannot abide the tryal of the Fire, yet ſhall 
ce they paſs the fiery Tryal and be ſav'd "—— 
« + Foraſmuch therefore as it may be ſaid of the 


Church of Rome, —— ſhe doth not directly de- 


* ny the Foundation of Chriſtianity ; I may, 1 
«« truſt, without Offence, perſuade my ſelf, that 
« Thouſands of our Fathers in former times, 
living and dying within her Walls, have found 
«© Mercy at the Hands of God. 

1 might tranſcribe from this excellent Author 
ſeveral other Paſſages to the ſame purpoſe; but I for- 
bear. Throughout the whole Sermon he breathes 
a moſt excellent Spirit, quite different from what 
you are of, And ſo does Archbiſhop Laud, Mr. 
ans. ghays Biſhop Stilling fleet, and ſeveral 


more of our beſt Divines, in treating on the fame 
Subject. I ſay, they were of a quite different 


Spirit from you. For doubtleſs, the whole ag- 
gregate Maſs of Corruption in the Church of 
Rome will appear heavier, when weigh'd in the 
Balance of the Sanctuary, than the ſingle Herely 
of Arius: And if we may not doubt but that 
Millions of Papiſts are gone to Heaven, what 
Reaſon can we have to truſt the whole Sect of 


Arians, not ſo much as a ſingle Perſon excepted, 


into outer Darkneſs, or to . make ſuch deadly. 


_ «+ Epitaphs, and ſet them upon their Graves: 


— 


* Page 43. 1 Page 45. 1 See Hooker's N Þ. 85 
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& They deny'd the Foundation of Faith directly, they 
« are damm d, there is no Salvation for them? In 
ſhort, I am content to reſt the Matter upon this 
ſingle Argument; which I deſire you ſeriouſly to 
conſider, and, if you can, to expoſe the weak 
neſs of it at leiſure, 

If the Goſpel has not abſolutely precluded eve- 
ry individual Chriſtian denying our Lord's true 
and proper Divinity from the Poſſibilty of Sal- 
vation thro? Faith in his Blood: Then, accord- 
ing to the Terms of the Goſpel, the Belief of this 
Article is not indiſpenſably neceſſary to Salvation. 

But the Goſpel has not done this. 

Therefore, Se. 

The Major is undeniable : The Minor I prove 
thus : 2 

If the Goſpel has neither taught, that no ſincere 
well- meaning Chriſtian, examining with a reaſo- 
nable meaſure of Attention the Evidence for our 
Lord's Divinity, can poſſibly diſbelieve it; — 
nor abſolutely conſign'd to Hell- flames all that 
diſbelieve this Point, affording no hopes of Mer- 
cy to particular Perſons, tho” ever ſo ſincere, or 
of Allowances to be made for the Involuntarineſs 
of their Errors: Then the Goſpel has not abſo- 
lutely precluded every individual Chriſtian deny- 
ing our Lord's true and proper Divinity from the 
poſſibility of Salvation thro? Faith in his Blood. 
But the Goſpel has not done either one or the 
other of theſe two Things, 

Therefore, Oc. 

Here again the Major is paſt doubt: And what 
Exception can be made to the Minor tis no eaſy 
matter to divine. For, in the firſt Place, you 
will not, I preſume, inſiſt, that an Arian, . tho? 
ſincere in his Opinion, and upright in all other 
reſpects, is, upon the ſingle Score of that Opini- 
on, cut out from all the Promiſes of the W 

an 
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and abſolutely doom'd to Miſery, To maintain 
this, is to derogate vaſtly from the Excellence of 
the Goſpel, and the Mercies of God in Chriſt Je- 
ſus. And, in the next place, I know of no Text, 
from whence it can be concluded, that no Chriſ- 
tian whatever, reading his Bible with an honeſt 
Heart, and uſing a reaſonable meaſure of Atten- 
tion to find out the Truth, can poſſibly diſbe- 
lieve the Co- eternity, and Co- equality of Chriſt 
with the Father. In the times afore-mention'd, 
when Arianiſm prevail'd every where almoſt, and 
Thouſands were bred up in that Opinion, with. 
out ever hearing it argued againſt ex profeſs, or 
by any Paſtor of the Church call'd in Queſtion, 
I doubt not but that ſeveral, eſpecially among the 
weaker of both Sexes, were ſincere enough to be 
admitted, this one Error notwithſtanding, to touch 
the Hem of Chriſt's Garment, Whenever you 
can produce a fingle Text, to which this Opinion 
either is, or implies a Contradiction, I will pre- 
ſently recant it: But till then, you may go on to 
rave and rail, and throw out your Brutum Ful- 
men againſt me as plentifully as you pleaſe ; I 
ſhall ſtill incline to the charitable Opinion I am 
at preſent of, and reſt fully ſatisfy*d too, that tis 
no miſtaken Charity. 

But perhaps you will remind me of my Sub- 
ſcription to the Athanaſian Creed; which ſays, 
that whoſoever will be ſav'd muſt hold the Catholick 
Faith of a Trinity in Unity, and that ſuch as do 
not keep it whole and undefiled, ſhall without doubt 
periſh everlaſtingly. This was objected to me at 
the Viſitation. My Reply is, If you conſtrue the 
Words of this Creed in the ftrict Senſe, as ſup- 
poſing an explicit Belief of all the minute Bran- 
ches of the Doctrine of the Trinity, (which are 
there with great metaphyfical Skill and Subtlety 
tet forth, ) to be not only neceſſary in the pom 

but 
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but indiſpenſably neceſſary to the Salvation of eve- 
ry particular Chriſtian ; you will do well to con- 
ſider, whether you did not ſubſcribe without duly 
thinking upon the Matter; and whether, as oft 
as you read this Creed by the direction of the Ru- 
brick, you don't ſolemnly denounce Damnation 
againſt Thouſands of well- meaning People under 
the three Claſſes of Unbelievers before mention'd, 
without any Warrant from Scripture for ſo doing. 
This methinks 1s a very awakening Point, your 
own Salvation having a cloſe Connexion with it. 
For tho? raſh and groundleſs Anathema*'s no ways 
affect the everlaſting Condition of thoſe whom 
they are levelled againſt, yet they “ recoil with 
great Force upon him that throws them; and 
God will, one Day, ſeverely demand of all con- 
cern'd, why they thought Damnation to be fo 
ſlight a matter, as to denounce it againſt whom 
they pleas'd, and without any Warrantfrom Him. 
For my part I never did, nor will I ſubſcribe 
thoſe damnatory Sentences in the ſtrict Senſe, or 
without making the Diſtinction (however you may 
pleaſe to ridicule it:) between indiſpenſable Arti- 
cles of Faith, and ſuch as are neceſſary only in 
the general: And *tis no ſmall Satisfaction to me 
to find that our beſt Divines have generally ſub- 
ſcribed in the Senſe that I did. T The mean- 
ing is not, ſays Biſhop Sling fleet, that every 
one is damned who doth not conceive aright 
of the difference of Nature and Perſon in the 
«© Trinity, or of the Eſſential and Perſonal At- 
* tributes ; but that thoſe—— who wilfully re- 
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* Szpe id ſibi dari negotii cenſet, Theologus, ut damnet de 
Fide diſſentientes, quem iniqui oris judicii, & ſpretæ caritatis, 
et talenti peſſime collocati, Chriſtus ipſe damnabit. Spanhem., 
de Fundamentalibus, Diſp. 10. Sect. S. & Stillingfleet's Works, 
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« ject this Article of the Chriſtian Faith, when 
it is duly propos'd to them, are guilty of a 
« damning Sin. -— If when this Doctrine of the 
« Trinity is propos'd to Mens Minds, they will 
« not conſider it, nor weigh the Arguments on 
„ both ſides impartially, but with Scorn and 
Contempt reject it, and endeavour to bring Re- 
« proach upon Chriſtianity for the ſake of it, 
& and diſturb the Peace of the Church about it; 
«*« ſuch cannot be ſaid to receive or believe it faith- 
s fully, and by ſuch Sins they do run the hazard of 
« periſhing everlaſtingly,” Dr. Waterland's Com- 
mentary upon the firſt of theſe Sentences is as 
follows : ® «+ The meaning is, that every one is 
« oblig'd, under pain of Damnation, to preſerve, 


wt <« as far as in him lies, the true and right Faith. 
. « As to the Allowances to be made for ixvinci- 
11 « ple Ignorance, Prejudice, or any other unavoid- 
10 cable Infirmities; as they will be pleadable in the 


bf *Caſe of any other Sin, ſo may they, and will they 
| | alſo be pleadable in this: But it was foreign to 
114 the Purpoſe of the Creed to take Notice of it 


1 cin this Caſe particular, when it is common to 
14 « all Caſes of like Nature. ”. And on the laſt 
1 CTClauſe he comments thus: | <©* This is to be 
bf « underſtood, like all other ſuch general Propo- 


1 « ſitions, with proper Reſerves, and qualifying 
1 «« Conſtruftions. As for Inſtance, if after lay- 
ing down a Syſtem of Chriſtian Morality, it 
© be ſaid, This is. the Chriſtian Practice, which, 
it © except a Man faithfully obſerve and follow, He 
148 * cannot be ſavdy it would be no more than 
4. e right and juſt thus to ſay. But no one could 
4 | <* be {uppos'd hereby ro exclude any ſuch merci- 
& ful Abatements, or Allowances, as ſhall be 


ay * 
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& made for Mens particular Circumſtances, 
„ Weakneſles, Frailties, Ignorance, Inability, or 
* the like, or for their fincere Intentions, and 
honeſt Deſires of knowing and doing the 
„ whole Will of God; accompany'd with a ge- 
c geral Repentance of their Sins, and a firm re- 
„ Jiance upon God's Mercy, thro' the ſole Me- 
„ rits of Chriſt Jeſus. ”? | 

It would ſwell thoſe Papers beyond the Bulk 
intended, to tranſcribe what has been ſaid on this 
occaſion by Dr. Hammond, Dr. Wallis, Dr. Fen- 
kin, Biſhop Hoadly, the anonymous Author of 
The Apology for the Church of England, and ſe- 
veral others; who all agree, that Allowances muſt 
be made in particular Cafes for -unconquerable 
Prejudices, and other pityable Infirmities. I ſhall 
ſhur up. this Point in the Words of Biſhop Bur- 
net. The common Anſwer in which the 

„ moſt eminent Men of this Church, as far as 
* the Memory of all ſuch as I have known, 
could go up, have agreed, is this, That theſe 
« condemnatory Expreſſions are only to be un- 
* derſtood to relate to thoſe, who having the 
Means of Inſtruction offer'd to them have re- 
e jected them, and have ſtifled their own Convic- 
tions, holding the Truth in unrighteouſneſs and 
„ chuling Darkneſs rather than Light.“ 

Hitherto, Sir, the Debate has been only about 
the truth of the Propoſition before laid down. 
The principal thing is ſtill behind. For, be it 
that the Propoſition is faulty and indefenſible; yet 


have you not f over- loaded me with Cenſures and 
Reproaches 


— —— 
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_ * Expoſition, &c. Art. 8. + Scandala, quæ quis falſa 
Doctrina præbet, non in minimis pono. At fingere ſcandala, 
ubi nulla ſunt, vel leviſſimum in rebus ad fundamentum Fidei 


non ſpectantibus diflenſum pro ſcandalo venditare, nefas puto. 
Immo, 
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Reproaches for maintaining it? This is what 1 
muſt charge upon your Conſcience ; and 'tis up- 
on this Account only that I give you the trouble 
of ſo publick an Addreſs. * «+ Alas ! What 
bloody Matter is there contain'd in this Sen- 
<< rence, that it ſhould be an occaſion of ſo ma- 
<© ny hard Cenſures? I ſee more Impiety in this 
« Perſuafion, tho' I had no reaſon for it. 
« As much is confeſſed by ſundry others. — It is 
«© but only my evil hap, that the ſame Sentences 
« which ſavour Verity in other Men's Books, 
* ſhould ſeem to bolſter Hereſy when they are 
« once by me recited.” But let us come to Par- 
ticulars : 


Firſt, You charg'd me with being an Arian 
Anſw. T. What Modeſiy, or Truth call you 
„this? For He that confeſſes a poſſibility of Sal- 
& vation, doth not thereby confeſs no peril o 
&« Damnation in the ſame way; much leſs does 
He demonſtrate, that He is in that way of think- | 
ing himſelf. When your Spirits were upon the 
fret, and Paſſion had got the aſcendant over 
your Reaſon, *tis wonder you did not call me an 
Atheiſt ; which you might have done with equal 
Truth, and upon as pregnant Evidence altogether, 
Did ever any Council, Synod, or private Writer 
fix the charge of Arianiſin upon one, who believ'd 
the real Divinity of our Lord, and inſiſted on 
its being a zece//ary Article of Faith? Ranſack 
the Hiftories ot the Church, and produce, if you 
can, one Inſtance at leaſt of this kind in paſt 
Ages; otherwiſe I ſhall think my Caſe to be pe- 


—— 
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Immo, hi ipſi ſcandalu m ſæpius maximum præbent, ſuarum 
itidem actionum rationem coram Tribunali Servatoris reddi- 
turi. Buddeus, Præf. ad Diſſert. Theolog. 
* See Hooker, p. 66. f See Laud's Conference, p. 196. 


cularly 
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cularly unhappy, and that you too deſerve to be 
put upon Record as an Original. f 

But you'll ſay, I afterwards deny'd the indiſ- 
penſable Neceſſity of this Point, True: But 
what then? Does this prove me an Arian ? Im- 
poſſible ! Since I no way intended to be inconſiſ- 
tent with my ſelf, or to unſay what I had be- 
fore affirm'd. My inſiſting on the Neceſſity of 
believing Chriſt to be very God, was a direct, 
and a moſt palpable diſavowal of Ariani/m. 
Ought not this to have been of ſome weight in 
my Favour ? Does a Miſtake in Metaphyſics de- 
ſtroy a Man's Veracity ? And am I not to be 
credited in what I affirm concerning a Matter of 
Fact, wherein I cannot be miſtaken, (for ſurely 
I muſt know whether I believe Chriſt's Divinity 
or not;) merely becauſe I make uſe of a Diſtinc- 
tion, which, either as not having thought ſo well, 
or, it may be, as having thought better upon i, 
than your ſelf, I cannot but eſteem rational and 
well-grounded ? Permit me to throw the proceſs 
of your Reaſoning into the Form of a Syllo- 
giſm: In Mood and Figure twill ſtand trick'd 
up thus. 

Whoſoever imagines that 'tis not indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to diſbelieve the natural Supremacy of 
God the Father, or that Allowances will be made 
for particular Circumſtances; ſo that ſome, who 
cannot diſbelieve that Doctrine, as thinking they 
have plain Scripture- Evidence for it, in oppoſi- 

tion to the Co- eternity and natural Co- equality of 
the Son, may be capable of being ſav'd upon 
the Terms ot the Goſpel: That Man however 
he may pretend to believe the Divinity of Chriſt, 
and inſiſt on its being a neceſſary Article of 
Faith, is moſt certainly an Arian in his Heart. 
But A. B. imagines this. 


D 2 Therefore 
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Therefore A. B. (whatever he may pretend to 
the contrary,) is an Arian in his Heart. Q. E. D. 
A goodly Demonſtration indeed! And yet 
ſuch wretched illogical Work you muſt expect to 
make of it, when ever you undertake to convict 
me of Arianiſm. Believe me, you may more ea» 
fily ſquare a Circle, or find out the Longitude, 
than hit upon a proper Medium for Proof of the 
Major. However, exert the utmoſt of your Skill, 
and, if you ſucceed, I promiſe faithfully that 
thenceforward, | 


Eris mibi magnus Apollo. 


Suppoſe I ſhould tell a Roman Prieſt, that the 
judicious Author of The Ecclefiaſtical Polity was 
of Opinion, that many of our Popiſh Anceſtors 
dy' d in a falvable State, and that their Ignoran- 
ces and Errors (tho* not abſolutely invincible) 
were ſo far involuntary as to be diſpenſable with, 
and capable of Forgivneſs upon Goſpel-rerms ; 
Would the Prieft infer from hence that Mr. 
Hooker was an arrant Papiſt in his Heart? No 
certainly; or if he did, whatever other Order He 
might belong to, all the World would acquit 
Him from being a Feſuit, I need not ſtay to 
make the Application. | 


Secondly, Next you charg'd me with being 
guilty of an Heretical Notion, defining Hereticks 
to be * ſuch as Err in Fundamentals.“ * Go Od 
„God! Whither will not a ſtrong Byaſs carry 
even a learned Judgment !” Suppoſe my No- 
tion in ſome remote Conſequence to contradict 
the Scripture, is this ground enough for ſo ſe— 


— — 


* See Laud's Conference, p. 215. | 
| | vere 
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vere a Reproach? You might ſay the Propoſi- 
tion is materially finful; but, till you are ſharp= 
ſighted enough to diſcern the Secrets of my Heart, 
and to determine with Certainty whether my Er- 
ror be wilful or not, you ſhould not preſume to 
repreſent me as GvuiLTy of Hereſy, or charge 
me with the formality of ſo black a Crime. 

Beſide, Why muſt this be deem'd a “ funda- 
mental Error, and, with reſpe& to the matter of 
it, Heretical ?* Wretched will the State of the 
Church be, if ever the Spirit ſhould prevail of 
putting Mens Opinions upon Tenters, and ſtretch- 
ing their Errors in Metaphyſics to a Size porten- 
tous enough to incur an Anathema! Fundamen- 
tals are uſually reckon'd of two Kinds. Some 
Things are fundamental only to outwardCommu- 
nion; others are fundamental even to Salvation. 


Firſt then, Will you merely, on account of this 
Opinion, condemn me, in cool Blood, as utterly 
unworthy of Chriſtian Communion ? If the Keys 
of the Church hung at your Girdle, would you 
deny me Entrance? It ſeems you would, and I 
ſhould have abundant Reaſon too to think myſelf 
well off, if no other wholſome Severity enſued. 
But ſuppoſe I ſhould be croſs-grain*d enough to 
ask for a Scripture-warrant for ſuch Conduct; — 
Alas! What immenſe trouble would it put you 
to, to ſearch out the Text! 


Secondly, In the other Senſe of the Term, your 
Charge is ſtill more hideous and unwarrantable. 


ES 


* Si ſolius divine autoritatis hoc eſt, Articulos fidei conde- 
re, profectò ſummæ temeritatis res eſt, quemlibet, a nobis qui 
diſſenſerit, orco addicere, aut res dubias, atque obſcuras, quæ 
& ad Fundamentum Fidei haud pertinent, tanquam tales, 
Chriſtianis imponere, atque anathematibus in eoſdem furere, 


Pſaffius. Difſert, de Fundamenralibus, Obſerv. 1. fe 
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If you meant that I err'd in a Point fundamental 
to Salvation; my Anſwer, then is in the Words 
of St. Paul, you“ have not the knowledge of God: 


1 ſpeak this to your ſhame. Where is a damning 
Spirit made the Characteriſtic of a Chriſtian ? 


What Text threatens Damnation to us, unleſs we 


believe that no Perſon that ever dy'd, under the 
Light of the Goſpel, either quite ignorant of, or 
doubtful about, our Lord's Co-eternity with his 
Father, can poſſibly find Mercy, as a Chriſtian, 
or be accepted of God? Nay, ſhew me the Paſ- 
ſage, which makes it a damning Sin not to be ſo 
cenſorious, as to believe, that during all the time 
that the whole World in a manner was Arian, not 
ſo much as a ſingle Soul, in that way of thinking, 
eſcap*d the damnation of Hell, or was ſav'd thro' 
the Mercies of the Goſpel ? 


When you were ordain'd Prieſt this Queſtion 


was ask'd you, Are you perſuaded that the Ho- 


ly Scriptures contain ſafficientiy all Doctrine re- 
c quir'dof neceſſity for — thro' Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt? And are you determin'd out of 
the ſaid Scriptures to inſtruft the People com- 
« mitted to your Charge, and To TEACH No- 
C THING (AS REQUIRED OF NECESSITY TO E- 
„ TERNAL SALVATION) but that which you ſhall 
«© be perſuaded may be concluded and prov'd by 
« Scripture? * To which you made this ſolemn 
Anſwer ; „I am ſo perſnaded, and have ſo de- 
« termin'd by God's Grace.“ Doubtleſs you ſtill - 


think yourſelf bound by this Declaration: Whence 


tis natural to conclude, that in turning over your 
Teſtament, you have met with ſome Paſſage or 
other which ſhews my Poſition to be Hereſy, or 
a fundamental Error: And if ſo, have a little 


® 23 Cor, . 344 
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Charity for me for once, and direct me to the 


Chapter and Verſe; or rather, ſend me the Book 
with the Place turn'd down; for I am pretty con- 
fident there is no ſuch Paſſage in my Bible. 


Thirdly, The next thing obſervable is, your re- 
proaching me as not fit to have God-ſpeed ſaid to 
me. This indeed is a Mode of Speech borrow'd 
from St. 7ohn; butus'd on this Occaſion with no 
more Pertinence or Propriety, than Scripture was 
quoted by the Devil when he tempted our Lord. 

In the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, a Diſtinction 


was made * between ſuch Hereticks as con- 


e tumaciouſly reliſted the Admonitions of the 
Church, and ſuch as never had any Admoni- 
tion given them. Men might entertain very 
« dangerous Errors; but till the Church had 
e given them a firſt and ſecond Admonition, ac- 
« cording to the Apoſtle's Rule, they were not 
« reputed formal Hereticks, nor treated as ſuch, 
« till they joyn'd Contumacy to their Error.” 


This was very commendable Conduct in the An- 


cients, right in the nature and reaſon of theThing, 
tho? the Scripture had given no Direction about 
it. How earneſtly do I wiſh that you had thought 
me worthy of the like Candor! If inſtead of load- 
ing me with Reproaches and hard Names, you 
had enter'd, like a Divine and a Scholar, upon 
the Merits of the Cauſe, it would neceſſarily have 
been brought to aſhort Iſſue. For, either I muſt 
have given up the Point as diſſonant to Scrip- 
ture; or elſe, you muſt have own'd it to be an 


innocent Opinion, as unable to produce Scripture . 
againſt it. 


* See Bingham's Antiouities, &c. Vol. II. p. 106. Folio 
Edit. | 
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Fourthly, You told me that in ſome Ages my 
Tongue would have been bor'd thro* with an 
& hot Iron for ſuch an Aſſertion.“ But Sir, 
What think you of the Ages you mean? Goodly 
ones, no doubt, they were: And don't you wiſh 
for a return of ſuch Times with as much impati- 
ence, as ever any Vulture hurry'd to a Carnage ? 
Methinks, you inſinuate too plainly what Spirit 
you are of, and what burning Work you long to 
be at. «And yet let me tell you, that to thirſt af- 
ter the Blood of your miſtaken Brethren, and to 
kill them to do God Service, is a“ fundamental 
Error in Practice, downright Hereſy in Morality, 
and the very Spirit of Antichriſt, After all ; 
What Ages were they you meant and hinted at? 
*T'1s well known, the Followers of Arius, when 
they were uppermoſt, perſecuted the Catholics; 
and the Catholics-in their turns made, I am a- 
fraid, too many Repriſals upon the Arians : But 
don't think that either of them ever carry'd the 
matter to ſuch an Extremity as to burn and de- 
ſtroy thoſe of their own Party, merely for ſay- 
ing, that ſome few on the other fide, One in a 
Thouſand, or perhaps in a Million, might be ſin- 
cere enough to find Mercy thro* Chriſt. 


Fifthly, You upbraided me with not being a Chri- 
ſtian. This was an home Thruſt indeed, and the 
more remarkable, not only as'twas ſo very pub- 
lick, (moſt of the Clergy at the Viſitation being 
prelent :) but alſo as it happen'd ſeveral Weeks at- 
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* Denique animadvertendum, eum, qui immunis eſt errore 
fundamentali theoretico, in errorem fundamentalem practicum 
cadere pofle, fi videlicet charitate deſtitutus damnet & occidat 
eos, quos Deus damnatos & occiſos non vult. Heidegger. 
Differt. de Fundament. Salutis, Set. 71. 
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ter our firſt Debate; during which Interval one 
might have expected, that you would have calm'd 
your Paſſion, and return'd to your wonted Since- 
rity. It was well obſerv'd by Mr, Chillingworth 3 
% He that will Accuſe any ohe Man——of any 
e great and horrible Crime, ſhould, in all Reaſon 
<« and Juſtice, take Care that the greatneſs of his 
„ Evidence do equal, if not exceed, the quality of 
te the Crime.” But what demonſtrative Nie 
have you that I am no Chriſtian? I am afraid you 
argue as did the Author of CHariTY MAIN- 
TAINED BY CATHOLICKs, T* Whoſoever errs 
s againſt any one Point of Faith, loſeth all divine 
« Faith, even concerning thoſe other Articles 
« wherein He doth not err; Which, let me tell 
ou, is far from true Reaſoning ; and, tho? true, 
cannot fairly be apply'd to me, till *tis prov'd 
that T err concerning the Faith, and teach the re- 
verſe of what Scripture teaches. The grand, un- 
pardonable Crime I am charg*d with amounts 
only to this, — that I over-abound in Charity, 
which, if you can prove, I would only wiſh to con- 
vey a little to you out of my abundance; and then, 
tis to be hop'd, we might walk together in the 
Houſe of God as Friends. At preſent you ſeem 
to invert the Characteriſtic of our Religion, and 
to make it a Mark of a Chriſtian not to be actuar- 
ed by Charity, (which 1s repreſented as hoping all 
things, and believing all things:) but by Fury, 
and Zeal without Knowledge. But pray conſider 
a litt le; Where is it made a Duty to be over-cen- 
ſorious, to fit in Judgment upon Mens Conſci- 
ences, and to condemn them as utterly inſincere, 
without knowing fully their. particular Caſes, or 
having ſufficient Data to proceed upon? Heſb and * 
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Blood may have reveal'd this to you; but not vox. 
Father which is in Heaven. 


Sixthly and Laſtly ; ; I mult take Notice of your 
telling me that J @ have been nibling a good 
*© while, but now appear to have fwallow's the 
«© Bait.” This I take to be the Key tothe whole 
matter. You ſuſpected my Orthodoxy before, 
an] were greatly prejudic'd againſt me; and there- 
fore upon hearing the Poſition I laid down, you 
preſently took the Alarm, and like a timorous, 
Ill judging Watchman, haſtily cry*dout, An Exk- 
My, AN ENEMY, when only a Friend and a 
Brother was come. But, in God's Name, What Evi- 
dence have you that I ever nibbled at, or inclin'd 
to Arianiſm? If you have any Witneſſes in Proof 
of what you have affirm'd for "Fad, let them ſer 
forth the Time when, the Place where, and the 
Company before whom, I any ways intimated that 
Scripture is in favour of that Notion. If you have 
no ſuch Witneſſes to produce, you'll fall under an 
heavy Dilemma, and be hard put to it which 
Character to chuſe, whether that of u, afalſe 
and malicious, or at leaft a raſh Acculer of your 
Brother and Fellow-labourer ; or of one of thoſe 
who throw Firebrands, Arrows, and Death; and 
ſay, Am I not in Sport? : 

The foregoing Pages, Sir, were extorted from 
me by the virulence of the Reproaches, which out 
of an over officious and blind Zeal, or ſomething 
worſe, you have far and near loaded me with. 
„ Hereſy. ſays St. Ferom, is a Crime of ſo 
« deep a Dye, that no Man ſhould tamely ſuffer 
ce himlelf to be charg* d with it.“ Miniſters more - 
eſpecially are concern d to do themſelves Juſtice 
under Slanders of this kind, and not ſuffer any 
one to rob them of their good Name, That great 
Engine of doing good, without which, the Ward 
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' of the Lord in their Mouths loſes too much of its 
Weight and proper Efficacy : And if you think I 
' havetreated you with too little Ceremony, in this 
Epiſtle, you need only conſider the greatneſs of. 
the Provocation you have given me, which, with 
all equitable Judges, will plead my Excuſe ; it 
being a thing next to impoſſible to write without 
ſome mixture of Aſperity, under a juſt Reſent- 
ment of ſo falſe and groundleſs, I had almoſt ſaid, 
malicious Accufation as you have publiſh'd againſt 
me. Whether you'll think fit to make me any 
Reply I know not ; but the Impartial Warld will 
expect either a publick Defence of your Charge 
againſt me, or elſe a publick Recantation of it, 
If che former be a thing feaſible, (and whether it 
be or no, is a thing palpably plain at firſt ſight: ) 
you owe it to Truth, to the Church of Chriſt, and 
to your own Character, as a Divine anda Scholar, 
to make ſuch a Defence: If it be not, then the 
Latter is in common Juſtice due to me; whoſe 
Character ſuffers in the Eſteem of many well- 
meaning, perhaps, but unthinking and deluded 
People by your Means; and I ſhall expect it as a 
juſt Debt, that you contradict your own Stories, 
and take more Pains, if poſſible, to ſet me right 
in the Eyes of theſe People, than you have to ſet 
me wrong. Give me leave to conclude with a 
ſnort piece of Advice: Be ſtrict and exact in 
forming your own Faith, avoiding every the“ 
leaſt Error, as tho? *twould prove mortal to you. 
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* His omnibus Principiis, - Decimum adjungere libet 
Scilicet, © Cum agitur de nobis ipſis, tutius eſſe, vel a minimis- 
* Erroribus, P abhorrere, & in Ve- 

I ritatum Divinarum cognitione, quam longiſſime poſſumus, 
** progredi : At cum de aliis agitur, non niſi caute admodum, 
** maximaq z cum caritate tending pronuntiandum eſſe.“ 


Enimvero, ut ſuæ ipſius ſaluti conſulere, quam maxima ſolli- 


2 7 * 


* 


citudine 


2 
gg 
- 
LY 


* 


# 


x ” 7 1 
* =- 


— 
2 


4 


„ 2 . 
1 
* * 
. 2 
** 3 
1 * a4 ** 
E 
LOR. 
i ; OD 
AY 
A 'f . 
I. „8 oO 
* * 
* : 
l : ;a "tat ©. 
WIE 4 
UE * 2 PA 
\ Ml , =. 
4 5 * * 
1 1 1 
„ % 
& #- - 4 
118" 5 , 


C 


7 min & Nivinorum Oraculorumevidentia-coaQum pro- 


4 


vou can m Piss bald. Dctatatichs of Be | 


ö de 1 pag 1 am, re N | 
E 44 5 £1 | e * 
5 oy 18 IR, He 5 8 


tt - 
os © 0b AW 


Se ac 40 EYE lis ier Cont Chithian | 
itates eſt; ad 8 amnandos, & nee ertorumꝰ p po- . 
ſtulandos, non niſi invitum, reluctantem, ſum ma denique te- 


cederè. See Alph. Turret, De Art. Fundamy p. « 204. TYRE £4. 
"Quod noſmèt ſpedat, tutiſſimum eſt, quemvis e errorem̃, tan? 
quam mortem tichis re adferret,,vitare; AR, ubi\dealiis pro- 
nunciandum eſt; in nũtiorem pattem utique ut deſcendamis/ 
ipſum Domini exemplum nos jubet. Haff de F idament: 
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